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 2 
Resolution of the 5th European School Student Convention 3 
Vienna, 16th – 20th of December 2009 4 
 5 
 6 
We, the representatives of the European school students unions, gathered in Vienna to discuss the threats and 7 
chances for Education and Training in a globalized world. At a time when the world faces unprecedented 8 
social, economical and climate crises, we believe that the school community and in particular the school 9 
students must play a central role in bringing new ideas and solutions to face the challenges and grasp the 10 
opportunities of globalization.     11 
 12 
THE RIGHT TO EDUCATION 13 
Free education is a universal right. Although it is included in the Declaration of Human Rights and emphasized 14 
in various officially recognized conventions and constitutions, the right to education is still denied to millions 15 
of children all over the world. Education is a vital factor when it comes to building a sustainable society based 16 
on the values of democracy, justice and equality.  If used in a purposeful way, education will in a long-term 17 
perspective build the foundation for a socially inclusive and financially stable society. To reach this, decision 18 
makers on all levels must recognize the needs of the young generation and ensure that every single young 19 
person has free access to high quality education. 20 
  21 
Adaptability has to be ensured. Educational systems should emphasize the values of humanity in every activity 22 
performed within schools. For this to be possible, decision-makers have to make sure to keep curricula and 23 
teaching methods up-to-date with the development of society and especially the changing needs of school 24 
students and adapt the schools structure according to it. 25 
  26 
Increasing the number of children benefiting from education has a positive effect on a country’s social, 27 
cultural and economic growth. Therefore education has to be of highest priority amongst decision-makers in 28 
every political and social situation especially when it comes to the allocation of money.  29 
 30 
Education is the key to combat social and economical inequalities as well as child labour and violence against 31 
children. Children and youth have the right to an education which helps them in building a critical view on 32 
society and political, social and economical circumstances, and therefore schools have to provide youth with 33 
the tools to improve their own conditions and social conditions in general. 34 
 35 
We demand: 36 

 The right for children to take part in any kind of education: no laws can prevent children from taking 37 
part in primary and secondary education. 38 

 A fully accessible education for all: school environments and facilities must be designed with respect 39 
to students with different needs. 40 

 Students must be considered equal partners in the decision-making processes concerning their studies 41 
at any level. The educational system must be designed to facilitate interest-based learning. 42 

 43 
ACCESS TO EDUCATION 44 
 45 
As OBESSU, we strongly believe all education should be free. Education and knowledge must never be 46 
considered trading goods and no one should ever put a price tag on it. All schools should reach a minimum 47 
standard and teach the same basic curriculum which are both set by the government. 48 
 49 
We see two aspects of free education: the economical and social ones. 50 
 51 
The economical one means that school should be accessible for all, without any kind of direct or indirect 52 
tuition fees, regardless the economic status. The school should provide textbooks, food, all necessary 53 
equipment, transports, school trips and all the necessary means to ensure a safe and successful quality 54 
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education. The social concerns the fact that school should be accessible for all no matter socioeconomic 55 
background, age, race, special needs, gender, and sexual orientation. 56 
 57 
All schools on the same level have to offer the same qualifications even though the curricula and structures 58 
may be different according to cultural, regional or other societal worth differences. All teachers should have 59 
a certain level of pedagogical knowledge and understanding in various teaching methods, resulting in a 60 
license. This license should be followed up on a regular basis. 61 
 62 
We demand:  63 

• education to be a sustainable investment for the future: therefore, no financial or other kind of crisis 64 
should lead to budget cuts for schools without the students’ acceptance. 65 

• long term thinking in developing education in order to provide free and accessible education as 66 
explained above: short term solutions in order to save money are not an option.  67 

 68 
MOBILITY 69 
 70 
Mobility is very important for school students as freedom of movement is one of the core principles of human 71 
rights. School student mobility creates new learning opportunities and facilitates cultural encounters. School 72 
students participating in mobility programmes have the possibility to confront their own prejudices and 73 
stereotypes and through the exchange they develop intercultural sensibility and competences. We believe 74 
that not only the participant benefits from mobility programmes but society as a whole. 75 
 76 
Bridging the gap between different educational systems is one of the most important things for increasing 77 
educational development in mobility programs. Membership in the EU or any other organisation should not 78 
influence accessibility of these programs. 79 
 80 
Mobility should be available for all. Those groups who do not traditionally take part should be given extra 81 
support and help to ensure they can. The lack of information about mobility and funding opportunities can 82 
also represent a barrier to periods of study abroad. 83 
 84 
We demand: 85 

• mobility programmes to be made accessible to all school students regardless of their personal, social 86 
and economic background. 87 

• that national governments, European and international institutions increase funding and scholarships 88 
for mobility programmes. 89 

• to foster mobility programmes for all different groups of young people, including for example students 90 
with special educational needs or those not in education, employment or training. The range of 91 
programmes should be wide including, besides academic programmes, also work placement 92 
programmes. 93 

• governments and other stakeholders to make an effort on informing school students, teachers, 94 
parents and the whole society about mobility opportunities. 95 

• that the preparation and motivation of students and families should be operated by schools, local, 96 
national and international school student associations, high school councils, students who had similar 97 
experiences and national and European MPs. The aforementioned parties should also be responsible 98 
for the students during their stay abroad. 99 

• the creation of an European framework for the recognition and accreditation of skills and 100 
competences acquired through formal and non formal education activities during  school student 101 
mobility programmes. 102 

 103 
CLIMATE CHANGE AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 104 
 105 
Students are the inheritor of the world, what previous generations leave behind is what we, the future 106 
generations, will have to deal with. Today global warming is one of the biggest problems we face. 107 
 108 
Climate change already created various problems, but many solutions are already available: it is just a matter 109 
of developing and implementing them. Starting from those, green technology must be developed, free access 110 
to all knowledge must be guaranteed, and research must be based on cooperation, not competition in order to 111 
meet the challenges. So far the problems have been ignored adding something and even if we change our 112 
living and acting the problems already existing still remain. 113 
School democracy fosters democratic actors, and democratic actors and democracy are necessary to solve 114 
global challenges such as climate change. Climate change threatens the majority of people’s living and 115 
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therefore this majority must take part in the decision-making processes. This is a global problem that 116 
demands a global solution. This is a global problem that demands a global solution found by people feeling 117 
and behaving as global actors. 118 
 119 
We demand: 120 

• a worldwide political and binding agreement made through democratic processes, in order to solve 121 
the problems caused by climate changes 122 

• free knowledge and free sharing of green technology towards green energy 123 
• democratic and highly participatory environmental and global education as a key element in 124 

education 125 
• that the government takes responsibility in ensuring the sustainability of schools. Schools have to be 126 

role models when it comes to taking environmental responsibility. 127 
 128 
CONFLICT RESOLUTION, NON-DISCRIMINATION, INTERCULTURAL AND INTER-RELIGIOUS DIALOGUE 129 

 130 
We see a world with free access to all information, allowing students and other members of the community to 131 
make informed decisions. These decisions, including those concerning religion will be free from external 132 
influence and pressure. We see everybody especially students actively participating in processes of 133 
intercultural learning. There will be international collaboration on global issues allowing the sharing of various 134 
perspectives from diverse cultures, countries and religions. 135 

 136 
Conflicts can be and have often been a hindrance for personal and social development and education. 137 
Conflicts are often a negative part of society, but they can also be constructive and positive. Such conflicts 138 
lead to something good: knowledge, experience, satisfaction and development. The tasks for society and 139 
schools are to make negative conflicts evolve into positive ones and to insure that conflicts don’t escalate to 140 
intolerance, violence or hatred. Our vision is a world without negative conflicts – a world where conflicts stop 141 
being a hindrance and start being a trigger for development. We therefore expect local, national and 142 
international authorities to be an active partner in peace building and to promote positive conflicts. 143 
 144 
We demand: 145 

• all schools to take an active responsibility in educating and providing information about cultures, 146 
religions and countries adapting themselves to the ever-changing world 147 

• all schools and public figures to act as role models for an open minded and integrated society 148 
• that any form of discrimination be discouraged by schools and students 149 
• schools to take responsibility for promoting peaceful conflict resolutions through the educational 150 

system 151 
• countries to promote positive conflict and peace building through education, cooperation and respect. 152 

 153 
 154 
We, the representatives of European school student unions, stand behind these demands. It is our belief that 155 
they are appropriate responses to the challenges youth and students in particular face in the world today. 156 
Taking these actions will enable our generation to fully profit from the positive aspects of globalization. 157 
Enforcing the right of every person to pursue a free quality education, that would include environmental and 158 
peace education, together with fostering educational and cultural mobility, can make young people of today 159 
the first generation of real global citizens. 160 
 161 
In order to improve the situation of all school students worldwide we commit ourselves to achieving the 162 
objectives laid in this resolution. 163 
 164 
 165 


